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2026 Challenges

Quality of the 
Resource

Aging Infrastructure
Emerging 

Contaminants
Emergencies

Need for Technology 
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Quickly Changing 
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Climate Change
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Cybersecurity and 
Bioterrorism

Workforce 
Development

Funding True Cost of Water
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Licensed Operator By Age
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For information on the Licensed 
Operator Rule Updates, contact 
Tyler Rowe at 
Tyler.Rowe@dep.nj.gov.



1974 to Present ς Federal & State

Safe Drinking Water 
Act (SDWA) 1974

Interim Primary 
Drinking Water 

Standards 1975

1979 т Pinelands 
Protection Act (Title 

13)

1981 т Water Supply 
Management Act 
(amended 1993, 

2005)

A-280 Signed into 
Law 1984

National Primary 
Drinking Water 

Standards 1985

SDWA 
Amendments  1986

Surface Water 
Treatment Rule 
(SWTR) 1989

Total Coliform Rule 
(TCR)1989 A-280 MCLs 1989

Chemical 
Contaminant Rules 

Phase I 1989

Lead and Copper 
Regulations 1990

Chemical 
Contaminant Rules 

Phase II 1992

Chemical 
Contaminant Rules 

Phase IIB1993

Chemical 
Contaminant Rules 

Phase V1994

SDWA 
Amendments 1996

Information 
Collection 
Rule 1996

MTBE, Four other 
MCLs 1996

Interim Enhanced 
SWTR1998

Stage 1 т 
Disinfectants and 
Disinfection By-

Products (D-DBP) 
Regulation 1998

Drinking Water 
Contaminant 

Candidate List 1998

Unregulated 
Contaminant 
Monitoring 

Regulations 1999

Radionuclides 
Rule 2000

Lead and Copper 
Rule у action 
levels  2000

VOC MCLs 2000
Filter Backwash 

Recycling 
Rule  2001

Long Term 1 
Enhanced 

SWTR2002

Unregulated 
Contaminant 
Monitoring 

Regulations 2002

Arsenic MCL 2004
2005 т Highlands 

Water Protection and 
PlanningAct

Drinking Water 
Contaminant 

Candidate List 2                         
 2005

Long Term 2 
Enhanced 

SWTR2006

Stage 2 D-DBP 
Rule 2006

Ground Water 
Rule 2006

Aircraft Drinking 
Water Rule 

(ADWR)2009

Drinking Water 
Contaminant 

Candidate List 3  
2009

Revised Total 
Coliform Rule 
(RTCR)2013

Water Quality 
Accountability Act 

2017

PFAs MCLs 2019  - 
2020

Lead and Copper 
Rule revisions 2021

LSLR Law 2021
Lead and Copper 

Rule Improvements 
2024

Comsumer 
Confidence Reports 

Revisons 2024
PFAS MCL 2025 1,4-dioxane PFAs as a class 

(S3176) Cyanotoxins Microplastics

ONGOING



Spotlight on:
ü Electronic Reporting/IT Initiatives 
ü Emergencies
ü Funding & Technical Support
ü Drought
ü Lead & Copper
ü PFAS
ü CCR
ü SDWA Rule Implementation



ONLINE 
EXAM APPLICATION BEFORE YOU BEGIN:

Gather scanned/electronic copies of:

Å PROOF OF EDUCATION ς diploma, degree, 
transcripts, etc.

Å COURSE CERTIFICATES ς For Intro/Advanced 
courses or California State courses

Å STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS for each 
employer/system you are listing as work 
experience

Å If not signed by Licensed Operator of Record, 
provide explanation for alternate signatory

Å FOR RECIPROCITY REQUESTS, a copy of valid 
out-of-State license

NOTE: If administratively incomplete, cannot resubmit 
online, must email additional information



APPLICANT INFORMATION

APPLICATION STEPS



KEY BENEFITS

If successfully submitted (migrated to DEP database):

EMAIL STATUS UPDATES

FASTER PROCESSING

NO PAPER CHECKS



EMAIL STATUS UPDATES

If successfully submitted (migrated to DEP database):

ÅApplication Received (System-generated and start of admin review)

ÅAdministratively Complete

ÅAdministratively Incomplete (1st and 2nd Notice)

ÅReturned without Review ς Previously Approved

ÅAssigned to Board for Review

ÅBoard Decisions: Approved, Denied, Conditionally Approved

ÅConditions of Approval Not Met

ÅExam Passed

ÅExam Failed Third Time



ONLINE 
DEP-065 FORM

IT PROJECTS

ÅLicensed Operator in Charge Employment 
Notification

ÅLOR sign-on & sign-off

ÅBackup Operator sign-on & sign-off

ÅRegistered Service Portal
Å myNJ account

ÅStep-by-step instructions will be posted on 
website

ÅACCEPTING ONLINE SUBMISSIONS NOW!

NOTE: Emailed forms will still be accepted through 2025



MY SERVICES

{ŜƭŜŎǘ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ 
ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƎŜέ

SET UP SERVICES

MY WORKSPACE



ONLINE 
DEP-065 FORM

TCH IMPORT PLATFORM

IT PROJECTS

ÅLaunched January 2026  

ÅAllow for course providers to immediately 
upload their rosters of licensees that 
attended their approved courses  

ÅExpedites the crediting of TCHs to licenses

ÅReduces the administrative impact at the 
end of every TCH cycle
ÅGrace period of 90 days or so for providers 

to submit at end of TCH cycle



Å An online tool for TCH training availability

Å TCH training providers can post upcoming 
courses

Å Links to register for courses

Å Search TCHs by category:
Å Water/Wastewater, Safety/Technical credits

Å Course provider

Å Date & location (county)

Å In-person/online

Å TCH course providers to receive instructions on 
how to access app to post courses

Å Coming soon

TRAINING CATALOG

IT PROJECTS



TRAINING OFFERINGS PAGE

WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC VIEW

TRAINING CATALOG ς LICENSEE

SEARCH BY:

ÅCOURSE PROVIDER

ÅCOUNTY

ÅDATE(S)

ÅWATER, WASTEWATER, 
OR BOTH

Å IN-PERSON, ONLINE, OR 
HYBRID

ÅTECHNICAL OR SAFETY



ÅDEP will contact approved course providers 
ÅHow to register for myNJ accounts/set up the app
ÅProvide instructions on how to post courses

ÅTraining Catalog only as good as what providers post

ÅWill probably take at least a few months after going live for this 
resource to be of value to licensees

TRAINING CATALOG 



609-292-2957

joseph.durocher@dep.nj.gov

malathi.prabhu@dep.nj.gov

samantha.dimeglio@dep.nj.gov

tyler.rowe@dep.nj.gov

christian.haviland@dep.nj.gov

anthony.pipolo@dep.nj.gov

 hina.shah@dep.nj.gov

Like & follow us! www.nj.gov/dep/watersupply/wsw.html

CONTACT

LO UNIT
Bureau of Water System 
Engineering

@newjerseydep
Logo

Description automatically generated

Logo

Description automatically generated

Logo

Description automatically generated

Logo

Description automatically generated

@nj.dep

Logo

Description automatically generated

www@dep.nj.gov

 tch@dep.nj.gov

 operatorexams@dep.nj.gov

mailto:christian.haviland@dep.nj.gov
mailto:anthony.pipolo@dep.nj.gov
https://www.facebook.com/newjerseydep
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDEP
https://www.instagram.com/nj.dep/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2C01lO4mVInYzqqwevFvSw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newjerseydep
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Emergencies тImpact of Aging 
Infrastructure and Climate

Water Main Break, August 2025

Harmful Algal Bloom, 
Summer 2022

Water Main Break, August 
2022

Resulted in >160,000 residents 
without water service, or on a 
BWA for 4 weeks

Resulted in 200,000 people on 
.²!ΩǎΦ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ 
sinkhole at break site.

Narrowly averted treatment 
disruptions, required excess 
releases of 5 billion gallons 
of reservoir water

Water Main Break, 
October 2022

Resulted in 82,000 
residents on a BWA, 
complex repair and 
restoration of service



Program Navigation

Financial and Needs 
Assessments

Community Engagement

Engineering Services (DW only)

Funding and Technical Support  



Is New Jersey in a Water Supply 
Drought?



What is NJ Water 
Supply Drought Status?

A) Normal
B) Watch

C) Warning
D) Emergency



Water Supply Drought refers to reductions in water supplies, such as reservoirs, 
streams, and groundwater.



Spotlight: Drought 



Asconditionsworsen,further measuresmaybeneededto reducethe riskof aDroughtEmergency

AdroughtWarningwouldallowDEPto modifypassingflowsor reservoirreleases,requiretransfersof 
waterbetweenpurveyorsto balancesupplies,requireleakdetectionsbywatersuppliers,require 
interconnectiontestsby watersuppliers,or providediscretionfor waterallocationpermit diversionlimits.

WhenNJDEPdeterminesthe needto declareaDroughtWarning,apublichearingisheldto solicitinput. 
After the hearing,the CommissionersignsanAdministrativeOrderformalizingthe DroughtWarning.This 
wasdoneonDecember5,2025.

NJDEPstaffengageother internalworkgroupsandmeetwith watersystemrepresentativesto better 
understandoperationalissuesandfacilitateregionalcoordination.

A Warningstatusremainsin placeuntil conditionsimprove,or worsen,whichcouldresult in anescalation
to a DroughtEmergency. Changesto droughtstatuscanbe madeby region,statewideor other geographic
area.

Drought Warning

DroughtWarning

WATERRESOURCEMANAGEMENT



https://dep.nj.gov/drought/
njdrought@dep.nj.gov

609-292-7219

mailto:njdrought@dep.nj.gov


ÅbŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩ [ŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǇǇŜǊ 
Rule

Å1991 Lead and Copper Rule

ÅLead and Copper Rule Revisions 
(LCRR)

ÅLead and Copper Rule 
Improvements (LCRI)

Spotlight: Lead and Copper 



NJ Lead and Copper Rule 

NJ Lead and Copper Rule
Å Had been in development since at least 2019
Å Current rule manager: Sam DiMeglio
Major Requirements
Å Updates to monitoring, corrosion control, public notice and lead service line replacement requirements
Å Aligns with NJ legislation and Federal Rule (LCRI)
Key Dates
Å Proposed on 2/2/2026
Å Held virtual Public Hearing on 3/10/2026
Å Public Comment period closed on 4/3/2026
Å Deadline to file rule adoption with OAL is 2/2/2027
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NJ Lead and Copper Rule Proposal

Public comment period 
CLOSED:

February 2, 2026 т  
April 3, 2026



Service Line Reporting Requirements

Submission Due Date

Service line inventory Annually, by July 10th 

LSL replacement progress report Annually, by July 10th

LSL replacement plan Annually, by July 31st 

LSL notification and compliance 
certification form

No later than 30 days after annual 
service line inventory submission

Notice of service line letters No later than 30 days after annual 
service line inventory submission

29



Electronic Reporting Requirements

30

Currently, LSL submission 
requirements are only 

applicable to community 
water systems
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Situation Conditions
Can a Fee 

be 
Charged?

Compliance 
Use

Customer request 
(Lead only)

Upon request, once/calendar year until resolved* 
Except: Non-lead, post-1986, seasonal rental unit

If  conditions 
met

Customer request after 
lead or copper ALE

Upon request
During ALE until resolved*

If conditions 
met

After partial LSL 
replacement (Lead)

Upon request, within 6 months of partial LSL 
replacement

Routine compliance During monitoring period, 1st liter, highest tier

Customer request Upon request, voluntary 
If conditions 

met
If conditions 

met

Noncompliance samples
Flushed, 5th liter, outside monitoring period, not 

highest tier
If conditions 

met

Current Various Sampling Situations

*Resolved = Within 60 days after no longer exceeding action level or 2 consecutive tests at or below action level



Federal Lead and 
Copper Rules

32



Timeline of Federal Rules

ɆPublished in 
1991

ɆIn effect until 
LCRI 

Lead and 
Copper Rule

ɆPublished in 2021

ɆOctober 16, 2024 
compliance date (for 
few requirements)

Lead and Copper 
Rule Revisions ɆPublished in 2024

ɆNovember 1, 2027 
compliance date

ɆSupersedes LCRR (with 
exceptions)

Lead and Copper Rule 
Improvements

33



2021 Lead and Copper Rule 
Revisions 34



Tier 1 Public Notice of 
Lead ALE

Å24 hours after the supplier learns of the lead action level 
exceedance (90th percentile) of 0.015 mg/L (15 ppb)

ÅNJ specific template

ÅSend final copy to EPA administrator and DEP within 24 
hours of issuing

o LeadALE@EPA.gov

o watersupply@dep.nj.gov

ÅSend certification within 10 days of completion

35

mailto:LeadALE@EPA.gov
mailto:LeadALE@EPA.gov
mailto:watersupply@dep.nj.gov
mailto:watersupply@dep.nj.gov


Refresher- Currently, when a Lead ALE 
is incurred:

Requirement Due Date

Issue & submit Tier 1 Public Notification Within 24 hours of being made aware (EPA must receive a copy of the Tier 
1 Public Notice within 24 hours. Email a copy to LeadALE@epa.gov)

Submit Public Notification Certification for Tier 1 ALE Within 10 days of issuing the Tier 1 Public Notification

Conduct New Jersey required 10-Day Notice As soon as practical but no later than 10 calendar days of becoming aware

If initial ALE, conduct Lead Public Education requirements As soon as practical but no later than 60 days following the end of the 
monitoring period

For subsequent ALE, continue ongoing Lead Public Education 
requirements

At the frequency outlined within the issued Notice of Action Level

For systems that issue water bills, include a notification on each 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƛƭƭ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
lead 

Throughout the duration of exceedance

Submit a completed Public Education Certification form Å Annual or triennial systems it is due on December 9, 202X
Å For systems on standard monitoring, an ALE in the first half is due on 

September 8, 202X
Å For systems on standard monitoring, an ALE in the second half of the 

monitoring year is due on March 11, 202X

mailto:LeadALE@epa.gov


2024 Lead and Copper Rule 
Improvements

37



Lead Service Line 
Reporting & Rates

ÅUpdate and submit service line inventory, replacement 
plan, and progress report annually

o Baseline inventory due November 1, 2027

ÁIdentify connector material 

ÅCumulative average annual replacement rate of 10%, 
unless subject to a shortened deadline

38



Service Line Activities & Filters

ÅFilters, 6-month supply of replacement cartridges & 
instructions for use, after any replacement

ÅFilters to consumers after disturbances to a lead, 
galvanized, or unknown service line caused by 
replacement of:

o Inline water meter

o Water meter setter

o Connector

o Water main

39



Communication on 
Lead Service Lines ÅAnnual notification until no longer lead, 

galvanized, or unknown

ÅAt least 4 attempts to engage property owners 
about LSL replacement

o Change in ownership: Offer full LSL 
replacement within 6 months to 1 year

ÅOffer to collect a lead tap sample at locations 
served by a replaced LSL within 3 to 6 months 
after replacement

o Provide results of the sampling
40



Additional Communication on LSLs

41

Provide educational materials during work that 
could disturb lead, galvanized, or unknowns with 
24 hrs or before service line is returned to service 

Potential disturbance 
during water-related work

Respond within 30 days to make an offer to 
inspect the service of the incorrect material

Inquiries on incorrect 
materials categorizations

Conduct outreach: Encourage consumers with 
lead, galvanized, and unknowns to participate

CWS fails to meet 
replacement rate

Include information about the LSL replacements 
in public education materials

After ALE



0ÁÒÔÉÁÌ ,ÅÁÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ,ÉÎÅ 2ÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔÓȣ 
are they allowed?

42

*

*Except during an emergency (water main or service line break) or during a water main replacement 



0ÁÒÔÉÁÌ ,ÅÁÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ,ÉÎÅ 2ÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔÓȣ 
are they allowed?

43

*

*Except during an emergency (water main or service line break) or during a water main replacement 



Partial Replacement Activities by System

During any emergency partial LSL replacement, 
systems must install a dielectric coupling.

44

System 
plans to 
conduct/ 
conducts 

emergency 
partial

Offer to 
replace the 
remaining 

portion of the 
service line 
within 45 

days

Provide risk 
mitigation 

measures & 
filters before 
returned to 

service

Offer to collect 
sample within 3 

to 6 months 
after partial 
replacement



45

Customer replaces property owner 
side of service line

System learns of private side 
replacement within previous 6 months

Replace system side of service line 
within 45 days of awareness

Provide notice/risk mitigation measures 
within 24 hours of awareness

Customer intends to replace 
property owner side of service line

Replace system side at same 
time or within 45 days of 

replacement

Provide notice & risk 
mitigation measures before 

returned to service

Partial Replacement Activities by Customer

If unable to replace within 45 days: Notify State within 30 days & 
replace within 180 days
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Non-Lead Service Line Validation

ÅValidate the accuracy of identification 
methods by visual inspection

ÅValidation pool includes all non-lead 
service lines, except:

o Service lines installed after 1988

o Service lines visually inspected at a 
minimum of 2 points on the pipe 
exterior 

o Previously replaced service lines

ÅNo later than December 31, 2034

Size of 
validation pool

Number of 
validations required

<1,500 20% of validation pool

1,500 to 2,000 322

2,001 to 3,000 341

3,001 to 4,000 351

4,001 to 6,000 361

6,001 to 10,000 371

10,001 to 50,000 381

>50,000 384



Action Levels & 
Site Selection

ÅAction levels

o Lead: 0.010 mg/L (10 ppb)

o Copper: 1.3 mg/L (1,300 ppb)

ÅContinue to evaluate highest tier sample locations:

o LSL or lead premise plumbing

o Galvanized service line or galvanized premise 
plumbing

ÅSystems with lead or galvanized service lines conduct 
monitoring every 6-months beginning January 1, 2028

47



Lead and Copper 90th Percentile

48

90th 
percentile 
calculation

Prohibits inclusion of 
samples following LSL 

replacement and 
distribution system site 

assessment

Prohibits the inclusion 
of more than one 
sample per site

Higher of the 1st and 
5th liter lead 

concentration for sites 
with LSLs

Systems that collect 
fewer than 5 samples = 
Highest concentration 

Systems that collect 
samples at 5 sites = 

Average of highest and 
second highest 
concentration



Additional Notes on Monitoring

ÅAdded invalidation of lead/copper tap samples: State determines sample collection 
protocol was not met

49

ÅUpdated collection procedures:

o Wide-mouth, one liter sample bottles 
(40 mm)

o 1st and 5th liter-paired samples at lead 
service line sites 

o Prohibits recommendation for aerator 
removal/cleaning and pre-stagnation 
flushing 
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Situation Conditions
Can a Fee be 

Charged?
Compliance 

Use

Customer request
ÅAnytime, upon request, only at sites 

with lead, galvanized, or unknowns: 
Collect 1st and 5th liter sample

If  conditions 
met

Customer request 
(After ALE)

ÅAt any site: Collect 1st liter sample
ÅSites with lead, galvanized, or 

unknowns: Collect 1st and 5th liter 
sample

If  conditions 
met

After partial LSL 
replacement

ÅOffer after 3-6 months: Collect 1st 
and 5th liter sample

After full LSL 
replacement

ÅOffer after 3-6 months: Collect 1st 
liter sample

Offers to Sample for Lead

50



Distribution 
System and 

Site 
Assessment

51

Lead result 

> 10 ppb

Collect WQP sample 
within 5 days

Lead sample within 
30 days

Document refusals or 
non-responses 10 days 

after sample period

Submit report with eval and 
recommendation 6 months 

after sample period

Perform corrective actions 
and conduct monitoring 12 
months after sample period

Provide all info to local 
and State health 

departments by July 1st



Schools & 
Child Care 
Facilities

52

Develop inventory of schools and child cares by 
November 1, 2027

Inform schools/ child cares of lead sampling 
eligibility

Provide lead sampling prep instructions to schools/ 
child care 30 days prior

Annually inform schools/ child cares of lead health 
risksbeginning 2027

Procedures: 250 mL, wide mouth bottle, 1st draw, 
8-hour stagnation

Provide results within 30 days: School/ child care, 
local & State health departments, and DEP

Waivers



Schools & Child Care Facilities

53

Schools

Å2 drinking water fountains

Ɇ1 kitchen tap used for 
food/drink preparation

Ɇ1 classroom tap or other tap 
used for drinking

ɆΧ ÎÕÒÓÅȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÔÁÐ

Child care facilities 

Å1 drinking water 
fountain

Ɇ1 kitchen tap or 
classroom tap used for 
food/drink preparation



Public Education & Notification

Lead and Copper Consumer Notice
ɆTap sampling results to consumers within 3 business days of receiving the results

o Email, text, phone call/voicemail, hand delivery, mail, or State approved 
method

Lead Public Education (PE)

ɆRevised health effects language 

ɆMore frequent timeline

ɆChanges to distribution:

o Bill-paying customers and consumers

o Additional health organizations and entities 
54



Multiple Lead Action Level Exceedances

55

ɆSubmit filter plan to State within 60 days

2 ALEs in a rolling 5-year 
period

ωFilters, 6 month-supply of replacement  & 
instructions for use: Make available to 
consumers within 60 days upon 3rd ALE

ωPublic outreach activity: Conduct within 6 
months after the end of the 3rd ALE & every 
6 months

3 ALEs in a rolling 5-year 
period



ÅPrioritizes communities that:

o Meet disadvantaged community criteria

o Have not participated in State Revolving Fund program 
in previous 5 years

o For LSL technical assistance: Have large number of LSL 
or unknown service lines

ÅOptions include:

o Program Navigation

o Financial and Needs Assessments

o Community Engagement

o Engineering Services

NJ Technical Assistance Program

56



Resources
DEP

ÅNJLCR Rule Proposal 

ÅLead in Drinking Water 

ÅSampling & Regulatory Forms

ÅPWS & Lead: Additional Resources 

ÅElectronic Reporting Requirements: 
EN Suite

ÅConsumer Confidence Reports: 
Form and Review Checklist 

ÅWater Infrastructure Investment Plan 
(WIIP) 

ÅTechnical Assistance Program (NJTAP) 

EPA

ÅLead and Copper Rule Improvements 
(LCRI) 

ÅLCRI: Technical Fact Sheets and Other 
Supporting Materials 

ÅLead and Copper Rule Implementation 
Tools 

ÅCode of Federal Regulations 
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https://dep.nj.gov/rules/notice-of-rule-proposals/20260202a/
https://dep.nj.gov/rules/notice-of-rule-proposals/20260202a/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/drinking-water-contaminants/lead/consumer-lead-in-drinking-water/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/drinking-water-contaminants/lead/consumer-lead-in-drinking-water/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/sampling-regulatory-forms/#lead-and-copper
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/sampling-regulatory-forms/#lead-and-copper
https://dep.nj.gov/lead/resources/
https://dep.nj.gov/lead/resources/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/pws-electronic-reporting-requirements-6-2025-update/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/pws-electronic-reporting-requirements-6-2025-update/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/pws-electronic-reporting-requirements-6-2025-update/
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/public-notifications/#consumer-confidence-reports
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/public-notifications/#consumer-confidence-reports
https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/public-notifications/#consumer-confidence-reports
https://dep.nj.gov/wiip/intended-use-plan-and-project-priority-lists/
https://dep.nj.gov/wiip/intended-use-plan-and-project-priority-lists/
https://dep.nj.gov/wiip/intended-use-plan-and-project-priority-lists/
https://dep.nj.gov/wiip/njwb-process/technical-assistance-info/
https://dep.nj.gov/wiip/njwb-process/technical-assistance-info/
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements-supporting-materials
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements-supporting-materials
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements-supporting-materials
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule-implementation-tools
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule-implementation-tools
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/lead-and-copper-rule-implementation-tools
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-141?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-141?toc=1


609-292-2957

Samantha.DiMeglio@dep.nj.gov

Like & follow us!

https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply  

Samantha (Sam) 
DiMeglio

@newjerseydep

@nj.dep

Environmental Specialist

Bureau of Water System 
Engineering

58

For questions about the federal 
LCRR and LCRI and the proposed NJ 
Lead and Copper Rule, please 
contact:

https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply


PFAS



Progress on PFAS

97 public water systems 
have received at least one 
PFAS MCL violation (as of 

April 2026)

116 permits issued for 
PFAS treatment to 83 

water systems.



PFAS NPDWR (April 2024)

Å9t! ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ млΣ нлнпΦ

ÅMCLs for five individual compounds: PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, HFPO-5! όDŜƴ· ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎύ

ÅHazard Index MCL for mixtures of two or more PFAS: (PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, HFPO-5!Σ tC.{ύ

Å5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ нлнт ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлнт

Åa/[ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƛƴ нлнф



EPA vs. NJ Standards
Contaminant 2024 EPA Final Standards (ng/L) NJ MCL (ng/L)

PFOA 4.0 (MCL) 14

PFOS 4.0 (MCL) 13

PFNA 10 (MCL) 13

PFHxS 10 (MCL) N/A

HFPO-DA (Gen X) 10 (MCL) N/A

PFBS 2,000 (HBWC) N/A

Mixtures containing two or more of 
PFNA, PFHxS, HFPO-DA, and PFBS

1 (unitless Hazard Index) N/A



Initial Monitoring

ÅSystems must take 4 quarters of samples 2 ς 4 months apart

ÅCollected after January 2019

ÅMonitor for PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, HFPO-DA (GenX chemicals) 
and PFBS

ÅEPA Methods 537.1 or 533

ÅAnalyzed by a NJ Certified Laboratory

ÅSystems that have not completed initial monitoring for all 6 
analytes and reported these results by end of 2025 were placed 
on quarterly monitoring starting January 2026.

Sample Quarter & Month Months Allowed to be 
Sampled in the Next 
Quarter

Q1 - January Q2 т April, May
Q1 - February Q2 т April, May, June
Q1 - March Q2 т May, June
Q2 т April Q3 т July, August
Q2 - May Q3 т July, August, September
Q2 - June Q3 т August, September
Q3 т July Q4 т October, November
Q3 т August Q4 т October, November, 

December
Q3 т September Q4 т November, December
Q4 т October Q1 т January, February
Q4 - November Q1 т January, February, 

March
Q4 - December Q1 т February, March



Initial Monitoring Requirements

System Size Monitoring

GW CWS/NTNC > 10,000 
SW/GWUDI  CWS/NTNC

4 quarters of samples
Taken 2 ς 4 months apart

GW CWS/NTNC < 10,000 
4 quarters of samples

Taken 2 ς 4 months apart

Grandfathered Data
Collected after 01/2019

Most recent data must be used
Reported by 2027



Initial Monitoring Reminders

ÅSeasonal systems are required to submit samples only for the quarters when the system is 
open

ÅBulk purchasers do not need to sample

ÅAll sampling only applies to NTNC and CWS systems

ÅSchedules are visible on Drinking Water Viewer

ÅLabs do not need to calculate the Hazard Index



Compliance Monitoring Schedules

Monitoring Frequency Results

Quarterly Initial monitoring > trigger

Annual Initial monitoring < trigger

Triennial No reduction to triennial based on policy

Reduced Monitoring

Å If all results from initial monitoring are below trigger levels, NJDEP will evaluate and the compliance monitoring may be 
reduced.

Å NJDEP will be assessing for these compliance monitoring reductions starting in 2nd QT2026  for systems that have 
completed initial monitoring.



Violations/Public Notification

EPA Final Rule(All 5 PFAS + HI) NJ State Rule (PFOA, PFOS, PFNA)

MCL

If > RAA individually or > Hazard Index (2 or more)

Provide PN 30 days after MCL violation (Tier 2)

Beginning in 2029

If > RAA individually

Provide PN 30 days after MCL violation (Tier 2)

Currently in effect

Monitoring

Failure to monitor

Provide PN one year after M&R violation (Tier 3)

Beginning in 2027

Failure to monitor

Provide PN one year after M&R violation (Tier 3)

Currently in effect

Reporting 

Failure to notify state of MCL violation

Failure to submit monitoring data 

Provide PN one year after M&R violation (Tier 3)

Beginning in 2027

Failure to notify NJDEP of MCL violation

Failure to submit monitoring data 

Provide PN one year after M&R violation (Tier 3)

Currently in effect



Implementation

ÅInitial and Compliance Monitoring

ÅSystems must continue to meet NJ regulatory requirements while completing Initial Monitoring

ÅbW59t ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ aϧw Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 9t!Ωǎ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ с tC!{ 
in April 2027

ÅNJDEP will begin to assess M&R violations for failure to meet 9t!Ωǎ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ 
requirements all 6 PFAS in April 2027

ÅSystems will be required to report M&R Violations and results in their 2027 CCR reports

ÅMCL violations will be assessed beginning April 2029 for monitoring conducted in previous 4 quarters

ÅProvide PN 30 days after MCL violation (Tier 2)

ÅSystems will be required to report MCL violations and results in their 2029 CCR reports



On May 18th, 2026, EPA proposed two rule changes regarding PFAS in drinking water:

Adoption of these rules is planned for Fall of 2026. 

Until adoption of these rule occurs, the April 2024 PFAS NPDWR are in effect and must be enforced.  

EPA 2026 Proposals

Compliance Extension Proposal

Å Extend compliance deadlines from 2029 to 2031 for water 
systems that meet criteria

Å Control measures must be implemented for systems with 
results over 12ppt during exemption period

Å Waiting on EPA for further guidance on application process- EPA 
will process applications for states without primacy

Rescission Proposal

Å Retain PFOA and PFOS standards of 4ppt 

Å Rescind standards for PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA (GenX) and the 
Hazard Index (HI) including PFBS



Public comment period open until July 20, 2026.

Public hearings for both proposals on July 7, 2026.

Written comments may be submitted at www.regulations.gov under the dockets below: 

On June 17th, water systems were notified via email about the proposal and public comment opportunities 
as well.

NJDEP is currently evaluating and participating in public comment of these proposals.

EPA Public Hearing 

ÅάtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wǳƭŜ ǘƻ wŜǎŎƛƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
and Regulations for PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA, and 
IŀȊŀǊŘ LƴŘŜȄ aƛȄǘǳǊŜǎέ- Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2025-
0654 

ÅάtǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ tCh! ŀƴŘ tCh{ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ 
wǳƭŜέ- Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2025-1742. 



Division of Water Supply and Geoscience

Bureau of Safe Drinking Water

Alyssa Greco
Alyssa.Greco@dep.nj.gov

watersupply@dep.nj.gov
(609) 292-5550

For PFAS Rule questions, 
please contact
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CCR

https://dep.nj.gov/watersuppl
y/drinking-water-
systems/sampling-regulatory-
forms/#public-notification

https://dep.nj.gov/watersupply/drinking-water-systems/sampling-regulatory-forms/#public-notification
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ÅConsecutive System Requirements

ÅStatement on Public Participation

ÅVulnerable Population Statement

ÅTable of Detected Contaminants Issues

ÅReporting Results When Sampling Annually vs. Quarterly 

ÅMonitoring & Reporting Violations

Common CCR Deficiencies 


